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Abstract: The purpose of this study is to explore effective approaches to online
short-term study abroad as compared to traditional short-term study abroad
programs applicable to Japanese college students. Online study abroad programs
are programs in which students taking online live sessions offered in a different
country. The students were divided into two groups. Students in one group had
a B1 level on the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR) , and students in the other group had a B2 level on the CEFR. The
respondents were asked to what degree they were interested in participating in
the three online study abroad programs. Comparted to the three traditional short-
term study abroad programs, and regardless of their English levels on the CEFR,
the respondents had positive and negative factors affecting participation in online
study abroad programs. Those negative factors included the limited opportunities
to engage in local communities in the host culture and the limited duration of
the online programs relative to opportunity to develop English language skills
appropriate to the home country. This study can help Japanese universities to plan

effective online study abroad programs for college students.
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