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Now, what I want is, Facts. Teach these boys and girls nothing but
Facts. Facts alone are wanted in life. Plant nothing else, and root out
every thing else.

(Charles Dickens, Hard Times, Chapter I The One Thing Needful)
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"Girl number twenty," said Mr. Gradgrind, squarely pointing with his
square forefinger, "I don't know that girl. Who is that girl?"

"Sissy Jupe, sir," explained number twenty, blushing, standing up, and
courtesying.

"Sissy is not a name," said Mr. Gradgrind. "Don't call yourself Sissy.
Call yourself Cecilia."

"It's father as calls me Sissy, sir," returned the young girl in a trembling
voice, and with another courtesy.

"Then he has no business to do it," said Mr. Gradgrind. "Tell him he
mustn't. Cecilia Jupe. Let me see. What is your father?"

"He belongs to the horse-riding, if you please, sir."

Mr. Gradgrind frowned, and waved off the objectionable calling with
his hand.

"We don’t want to know any thing about that, here. You mustn't tell us
about that, here. Your father breaks horses, don't he?"

"If you please, sir, when they can get any to break, they do break
horses in the ring, sir."

You mustn't tell us about the ring, here. Very well, then. Describe your
father as a horsebreaker. He doctors sick horses, I dare say?"

"Oh yes, sir."

"Very well, then. He is a veterinary surgeon, a farrier and horsebreaker.
Give me your definition of a horse."

(Hard Times, Chapter Il Murdering the Innocents)
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---Give me your definition of a horse.

(Sissy Jupe thrown into the greatest alarm by this demand.)

"Girl number twenty unable to define a horse!" said Mr. Gradgrind,
for the general behoof of all the little pitchers. "Girl number twenty

possessed of no facts, in reference to one of the commonest of animals!

Some boy's definition of a horse. Bitzer, yours."  (Chapter II)
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"Bitzer," said Thomas Gradgrind. "Your definition of a horse."

"Quadruped. Graminivorous. Forty teeth, namely twenty-four grinders,
four eye-teeth, and twelve incisive. Sheds coat in the spring; in marshy
countries, sheds hoofs, too. Hoofs hard, but requiring to be shod with
iron. Age known by marks in mouth." Thus (and much more) Bitzer.

"Now girl number twenty," said Mr. Gradgrind. "You know what a
horse is."  (Chapter II)
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"Statistics, " said Louisa.

"Yes, Miss Louisa—they always remind me of stutterings, and that's

another of my mistakes—of accidents upon the sea. And I find (Mr.

228

REATRRE >

B8O | B



HEOEE

e

<

ATV

L.
/N

M'Choakumchild said) that in a given time a hundred thousand persons
went to sea on long voyages, and only five hundred of them were
drowned or burned to death. What is the percentage? And I said, Miss;"
here Sissy fairly sobbed as confessing with extreme contrition to her
greatest error;'] said it was nothing."

"Nothing, Sissy?"

"Nothing, Miss—to the relations and friends of the people who were
killed. I shall never learn," said Sissy. "And the worst of all is, that
although my poor father wished me so much to learn, and although I
am so anxious to learn because he wished me to, I am afraid I don't like

it"  (Chapter IX Sissy's Progress)
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