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The Development of the Concept of Mirror and its Reflection

mreaiE B Al

A mirror could be regarded as one of the most significant discoveries and
inventions through human history. The mirror had enabled people to see themselves.
On the one hand, people observe a reflected image on the mirror as an unreal thing
since it is apparently separated from the object. On the other hand, the function
of the mirror, reflecting any object in front of it, has been described as a useful
metaphor for that how people perceive the world. Moreover, the mirror is in practice
utilized in traditional rituals as a symbolic object in Asian culture.

First, we can see that the history of Indian thought has developed the
understanding of ‘a mirror (adarse) and its reflection (pratibimba) in various ways
through the extensive Indian classical texts. For example, one of Sanskrit words for
the mirror is adarsa, derived from the causative form of a verb-root a/dr§ (to look
at). Its basic meaning is ‘showing’; therefore, it implies a mirror's function, reflecting.
However, another word for the mirror, darpana, derived from the causative form of a
verb-root, Jdrp (to light and to be foolish), That is to say, we can notice that this word
emphasizes the mirror’s function of causing illusions. In such manner, Indian classical
texts contain the various view of mirror and its reflection.

For the first research step of our group, we have started to investigate how
rites using with mirror and its reflected image developed in Vajrayana and Saiva
traditions. Furthermore, in the Tattvajianasamsiddhi, one of the Samvara literatures,
written by Sinyatasamadhivajra (or Stnyasamadhivajra), we could find another
interesting feature of using a mirror in the Varahi sadhanas. Therefore, we started
to produce critical editions of commentarial treaties on the Tattvajianasamsiddhi

and annotated translations through regular reading sessions.
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