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NS
Development of Functions of Mirror Divination in Tantric Traditions

Junglan Bang

This presentation aimed to present the development of functions of the divination
described in Tantric traditions. Precisely, the practice of divination using a mirror or
any reflected object is named as prasena, prasina, prasanna, senika, pratisena, etc. in
Tantric literature (Cf. Orofino 1991 and Vasudeva 2014),

The earliest Saiva work describing the mirror divination in the context of
initiation is the Nisvasaguhyatanira, and it mentions the term, prasina. Then another
term prasannavidhi occurs in the explanation of Samayadiksa in Tantrasadbhava 9.
In general, the terms prasena and prasanna are predominantly used in Saiva works,

while the Vajrayana texts prefer to pratisena.

Prasena in the Cakrasamvara
The only text containing the term prasena (but as a masculine form) in Vajrayana
literature is Cakrasamvara 43 as follows. Different from the Saiva works, it is

mentioned as a part of mastering seven-syllabled mantra and its effect.

mantrajapena khadge ‘ngusthe jale dipe ’tha darpane |

mantri sadatmayogena prasenam avatarayet ||

vibhavya saptadha japtva darsayec ca subhasubham | (13-14b)

“Repeating [the seven-syllabled] mantra, by means of deity-yoga, the mantrin can
always bring forth the divination (prasena) on [the surface] of a sword, the thumb,
the water, or a mirror. Having meditated and repeated [the mantra] seven times, he

will see [what is] the auspicious and the inauspicious.”

In Naropa’s Sekoddesatika Pratisena

The pratisena ritual is found in the description of pratyahara and dhyana of the
Sadanga-yoga (Cf. Orofino 1992), Here the agent of seeing the pratisena is described
as a young girl. And the text dedicates to explaining the intrinsic nature of this
divination. That is, here the pratisena is almost treated as an object identical with
pratibha (pratibhasamanartha) or pratibhasa itself.

In Pundarika’s Vimalaprabha Patala 5
The Vimalaprabha mentions it as a simile to explain that any image appears to
yogins by the power of yoga is a clear pratibhasa in akasadhatu, which is freed from
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three realms. Moreover, it continues to explain or digress why a young girl could
have the divinatory image. It is because of her chastity.

Differences between Saiva and Vajrayana tradition

Saiva works state the prasena/prasinna ritual as one of the methods to prove
and confirm the efficacy of the initiation. In the very early stage, the prasena was
presumably regarded to be a heterodox practice, then the early Saivasiddhatna
accommodated it into their initiation system. Then Saiva Trika tradition followed
and placed it as an alternative rite for Samayadiksa. Similarly, Vajrayana redactors
also incorporated a pre-existing practice of the mirror divination into their ritual
system. However, the difference is that the Cakrasamvara, one of early Vajrayana
yoginitantras mentions pratisena states it as an effect from mastering mantras.
And then, in Kalacakra works, this practice is mentioned to elucidate the intrinsic
nature of various signs or marks (pratibhasa, dhiima, etc.) appearing to yogins. Although
the functions of this divination had been changed in both tantric traditions, it was
consistent that a young girl or boy is mentioned as the medium of the ritual.
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